THE LESSON OF THE IRON BEAM

indication that they were superior to us in other
respects?"

Yes, it was a lesson. That iron girder had
preached for Wen an eloquent sermon. Here was
a young master-mind seeking the truth, and even
the commonplace girders of the ship did not es-
cape his attention. He found his sermon in iron
just as the exiled duke in Shakespeare's "As You
Like It" found his sermon in stones and running
brooks.

Sun Yat Sen is frequently accused of being anti-
foreign. The boy "Wen had the same character
and impulses as Sun Yat Sen, the President of
the Eepublic of China. The Chinese child is, es-
pecially, ever Father to the man. Had Wen gone
on that ship with the usual hostile feeling that
many Chinese have against the foreigner, he
would never have found a sermon in the beam of
steel. That his mind was even at that time great
enough to make truthful comparisons unfavorable;
to the land he loved, shows an ingenuousness and
receptivity that is remarkable to one knowing the
usual cast-iron mold of the Chinese mind. The
iron beam was to him emblematic of the New
World, just as the battering-ram of the river pi-
rates was emblematic of the Old.

107